
 

 
 

 
 

Issue  I-2014 ISSN 2039-0416 
  

 

European Sports Law 

and Policy Bulletin 
 
 

REGULATING 
EMPLOYMENT RELATIONSHIPS 
IN PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL 

 
A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 

 
 
 
 

Michele Colucci and Frank Hendrickx (eds.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPORTS LAW AND POLICY CENTRE 



CONTENTS

NOTE ON THE AUTHORS ....................................................................  11

INTRODUCTION
by Michele Colucci and Frank Hendrickx   ….........................................  15

EMPLOYMENT RELATIONSHIPS AT NATIONAL LEVEL:

ARGENTINA
by Javier H. Delfino    ............................................................................. 19

BELGIUM
by Frank Hendrickx    ........................................................................... 39

BRAZIL
by Leonardo Andreotti Paulo de Oliveira    …......................................  57

CROATIA
by Vanja Smokvina    .............................................................................. 73

CZECH REPUBLIC
by Marketa Haindlova    ......................................................................... 101

DENMARK
by Jens Evald    ..................................................................................... 115

ENGLAND
by Richard Parrish    ............................................................................. 129

FRANCE
by Jean Michel Marmayou    .................................................................. 145

GERMANY
by Jan Sienicki    .................................................................................. 173



10                                                                                                                                 Contents

ITALY
by Michele Colucci    ............................................................................. 201

JAPAN
by Takuya Yamazaki    ............................................................................ 217

MEXICO
by Ricardo de Buen Rodriguez    ............................................................. 233

THE NETHERLANDS
by Wil Van Megen    ............................................................................... 249

PORTUGAL
by Rui Botica Santos    .......................................................................... 269

ROMANIA
by Geanina Tatu    ................................................................................. 289

RUSSIA
by Olga Rymkevich    ............................................................................. 309

SLOVAK REPUBLIC
by Tomáš Gábriš    ................................................................................. 343

SPAIN
by Juan de Dios Crespo Pérez    .............................................................. 367

SWITZERLAND
by Lucien W. Valloni and Beat Wicki    .................................................... 389

TURKEY
by Anil Gürsoy Artan and Murat Artan    ................................................ 413

THE EU SOCIAL DIALOGUE
by Arnout Geeraert    ............................................................................. 437

THE COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
by Michele Colucci and Frank Hendrickx    .......................................... 455



EUROPEAN SPORTS LAW AND POLICY BULLETIN 1/2014

NOTE ON THE AUTHORS

Leonardo Andreotti Paulo de Oliveira, Professor and Academic Coordinator of
the Postgraduate Diploma in Sports Law at the School of Law - São Paulo/Brazil;
Visiting Professor of the LL.M. in International Sports Law at ISDE in Madrid and
Sports Law and Policy Centre in Rome; Attorney-at-law, Director of Andreotti –
Advocacia Desportiva in Brazil and TAFS Arbitrator (Court of Arbitration for South
American Football).

Rui Botica Santos, Arbitrator at the Court of Arbitration for Sport, judge at the
FIA International Court of Appeal, Partner at Coelho Ribeiro e Associados and
founder of Coelho Ribeiro e Associados Timor Leste and licensed lawyer in Portugal,
Brazil, Timor-Leste and Macau.

Michele Colucci, Scientific director of the Sports Law and Policy Centre (Italy)
and Honorary President of the Italian Association of Sports Lawyers.

Juan de Dios Crespo Pérez, Sports Lawyer, Director of Ruiz-Huerta & Crespo
Sports Lawyers in Valencia (Spain). Professor at Masters, including FIFA-CIES,
MESGO, ISDE, etc. Arbitrator at the ECA of the European Handball Federation.
Author of several books and more than 100 articles on Sports Law.

Javier H. Delfino, LL.M, Attorney-at-law and Associate Professor of Labour and
Social Security, University of Buenos Aires.

Anil Gürsoy Artan, LL.M, Attorney at Law, Partner of Yogurtcuoglu & 
Gursoy Attorneys at Law, Ankara, Turkey. 
 
Murat Artan, Turkey. 



12                                                                                                                    Note on the Authors

Jens Evald, Professor, dr.jur., Aarhus University, teaches among other subjects
Danish and International Sports Law. He was chairman of Anti Doping Denmark
(2006-2012) and editor of Idraetsjuristen (The Sports Lawyer), yearbook of the
Danish Sports Law Association.

Tomáš Gábriš, Attorney-at-law and Associate Professor at the Comenius University
in Bratislava, Faculty of Law, Slovak Republic. Member of the Legislative
Commission of the Slovak Football Association, member of the Scientific Committee
of the think tank Sport and Citizenship (France), member of the International
Association of Sports Law.

Arnout Geeraert, Post-doctoral research fellow at Leuven International and
European Studies [LINES] institute, KU Leuven, Belgium.  Governance consultant
at Play the Game/ Danish Institute for Sports Studies, Denmark.

Marketa Haindlova, Attorney-at-law specialized on sports law, chairperson of
the Czech Association of Football Players, Counsel of the Czech Minister for
Education, Youth and Sport for sports issues and Chairman of the Legislative
Committee of the European Minifootball Federation, extern lecturer at the Law
School of Charles University in Prague.

Frank Hendrickx, Professor of labour law and sports law, University of Leuven.

Jean-Michel Marmayou, “Maître de conférences” at Aix-Marseille University.
Director of studies for the professional Master in Sports Law. Director of Les
Cahiers de droit du sport. Business law Centre (EA 4224). Sports law Centre of
Aix-Marseille. Affiliate professor Kedge Business School.

Richard Parrish, Professor of Sports Law, Edge Hill University, UK.

Ricardo de Buen Rodriguez, Founding and Managing Partner of the Law Firm
de Buen Rodríguez Abogados, S.C., Mexico City, since November 2007. Professor
at different Universities in Mexico City in Labour Law and Sports Law. Visiting
Professor of the Master in International Sports Law (Madrid, Spain) ISDE. Member
of the Court of Arbitration for Sport since 2002.

Olga Rymkevich, Senior researcher, Marco Biagi Foundation, University of Modena
and Reggio Emilia, Italy.

Jan Sienicki, German-Polish Sports Lawyer, LL.M. International Sports Law,
resident and practicing in Berlin, Germany.



European Sports Law and Policy Bulletin 1/2014                                                                13

Vanja Smokvina, PhD, Senior Research Assistant at the Faculty of Law, University
of Rijeka, Croatia, and Visiting Research Associate at the Edge Hill University,
Centre for Sports Law Research, UK.

Geanina Tatu, Romanian & French Sports Lawyer, LL.M. International Sports
Law (ISDE-Madrid), Master II Droit du Sport (Aix-Marseille University).

Wil Van Megen, FIFPro’s Legal Director and lawyer at MHZ-advocaten.

Lucien W. Valloni, Ph.D., Partner at the Swiss law firm of Froriep in Zurich and
head of its litigation & arbitration as well as sports law practice group.

Beat Wicki, Attorney at Law, is Associate at the Swiss Law Firm FRORIEP and
member of its IP/IT practice group and Ph.D. candidate at the University of Zurich.

Takuya Yamazaki, Japanese Attorney-at-Law, is the founder and Managing Partner
of Field-R Law Offices, Member of the FIFA Dispute Resolution Chamber and
Deputy Chairman of FIFPro Division Asia/Oceania.



SPORTS LAW AND POLICY CENTRE
VIA GIOVANNI PASCOLI 54

84014 NOCERA INFERIORE SA
CF/P.IVA 05283020658

www.slpc.eu – info@slpc.eu

ORDER FORM

THE EUROPEAN SPORTS LAW AND POLICY BULLETIN, ISSUE 1-2014

REGULATING EMPLOYMENT RELATIONSHIPS
IN PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL

A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Michele Colucci and Frank Hendrickx (eds.)

ISBN 978-88-905-114-8-6

Price:
Book 90,00 euro (plus VAT and shipment costs)
eBook 50,00 euro (plus VAT)

To order please send an email to info@slpc.eu or send a fax to +39 0692912678
specifying:

Quantity: __________

________________________________________________________________
Last name and First name

________________________________________________________________
Organization

________________________________________________________________
VAT Number

________________________________________________________________
Address

_______________________________________________________________
Postal code City or locality State

________________________________________________________________
Email


